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Good Beer, Good Friends  

By Player John L. Daly  

TTTHEHEHE   PPPLAYERLAYERLAYER  

The 581st Frolic opened with /ÓÈàÌÙÚɀɯ

President Tim Whims  presenting mugs to five 

new Players members including Larry  and 

Spencer Channell , from the Dragonmead 

Microbrewery in Warren.  The club will now 

feature Dragonmead products at the bar.  Tim 

also retired the mug of Player E. Ray Scott 

who passed away at age 86 the day before.  I 

imagined E. Ray giving us a gruff, affectionate, 

but unprintable goodbye as we remembered 

him in a moment of silence. 

  

Player Roy Jendrzejewski  sang the Players 

Song to a particularly large crowd, 

accompanied by Player Earl Wolfe . 

 

3ÏÌɯÌÝÌÕÐÕÎɀÚɯÌÕÛÌÙÛÈÐÕÔÌÕÛɯÉÌÎÈÕɯÞÐÛÏɯElvis 

of Nazareth , featuring Player Bob Dodge  as a 

young Elvis and Player Chris Nesi  as the 

receptionist in a Memphis recording studio.  

$ÓÝÐÚɯÐÚɯÞÈÐÛÐÕÎɯÛÖɯÙÌÊÖÙËɯÏÐÚɯÍÐÙÚÛɯÙÌÊÖÙËɯɁÍÖÙɯ

ÏÐÚɯ ÔÈÔÈɂɯ ÈÕËɯ ÒÕÖÞÚɯ ÛÏÈÛɯ ÏÌɯ ÐÚɯ ÎÖÐÕÎɯ ÛÖɯ

ɁÉÌÊÖÔÌɯÛÏÌɯ*ÐÕÎɂɯȹÈÕËɯ×ÌÙÏÈ×ÚɯËÐÌɯÖÕɯɁÛÏÌɯ

ÛÏÙÖÕÌɂȺȭɯɯ)ÖÐÕÐÕÎɯÏÐÔɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÞÈÐÛÐÕÎɯÙÖÖÔɯÈÙÌɯ

Moses (Player Tim Cordes ), King Solomon 

(Player Jim Turnbull ), and Jesus (Player 

Andrew Maltese ) led by a Roman Centurion 

(Player Andrew Turnbull , who also directed 

the show). 

 

Moses heads to the restroom with much 

fanfare and Solomon and Elvis banter about 

who has the best lyrics.  Near the end, Elvis 

abruptly considers following Jesus instead of 

making records and King Solomon writes the 

Ecclesiastes 3.1-3.8 lyrics which Pete Seeger 

ÛÜÙÕÚɯÐÕÛÖɯ3ÏÌɯ!àÙËɀÚɯÏÐÛɯɁ3ÜÙÕȮɯ3ÜÙÕȮɯ3ÜÙÕɂɯÈɯ

couple of millennia later.  However, the script 

never gives any rationale as to why these 

Biblical characters have visited 20th Century 

Memphis.  

 

My theory was that some minister wrote this 

ÚÊÙÐ×ÛɯÐÕɯÈɯɁ+ÌÛɀÚɯ×ÜÛɯÖÕɯÈɯÚÏÖÞȵɂɯÔÖÔÌÕÛȮɯ

adding Elvis to make a church play more 

topical.  However, a quick internet search told 

me that the author, Jay Huling, is a Florida 

business writer and prolific author of both one 

act and full -ÓÌÕÎÛÏɯ×ÓÈàÚȭɯɯ6ÏÐÓÌɯ(ɯËÐËɯÕÖÛɯɁÎÌÛɂɯ

the story, this team put on a very good 

performance of this quirky script.  

 

The program listed Player Bill Fitzpatrick as 

posthumously directing the second play of the 

evening, Package Deal.  Bill directed the same 

two actors in this production ten years ago and 

they studied the videotape attempting to 

recreate that production faithfully.  

 

Package Deal is the story of aspiring actress, 

Starla Simmons, (Player Tom Diffendal ) who 

meets her agent, Cody Jacobsen (Player Larry 

SmithȺɯ ÍÖÙɯ ÓÜÕÊÏȭɯ ɯ 3ÏÌɯ ÛÖ×ÐÊɯ ÐÚɯ 2ÐÔÔÖÕÚɀɯ

contract renewal and she is unhappy that 

Jacobsen has landed her a series of hooker 

roles.  Simmons announces that she is 
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dropping Jacobsen as her agent, only to have 

Jacobsen talk her into not dropping her.  

Jacobsen then announces she is dropping 

Simmons.  However, when Jacobsen finds that 

Simmons is having a love child with the hot 

new male star, Jacobsen wants her back again. 

 

We have come to expect such strong 

performances from both Tom and Larry.  

 

The last play of the evening was The Best 

Warm Beer in Brooklyn  directed by Player 

Henry Nelson .   Eddie (Player Brian Bawol ) 

ÞÈÓÒÚɯ ÐÕÛÖɯ )ÖÌàɀÚɯ ȹPlayer Tom Sloan ) 

Brooklyn bar at closing time requesting a beer.  

Eddie proceeds to drink it standing on a table 

ÈÕËɯÛÏÌÕɯÚ×ÌÞÚɯÉÌÌÙɯÐÕÛÖɯ)ÖÌàɀÚɯÍÈÊÌȮɯÊÈÜÚÐÕÎɯ

the bar owner to wrestle him to the ground.  

We learn that Joey was the high school bully 

and Eddie used to do his homework.   They 

have not seen each other for years. 

 

Eddie is a struggling novelist who needs to 

suffer more to get the world experiences he 

needs to write.  Thus, he wants Joey to run 

over him with the El Camino he has stolen.   

Eventually, Tex (Player Stuart Johnson ), the 

owner of the El Camino arrives to seek his 

revenge for the theft of his car.  Eddie leaves 

happily at gunpoint, knowing that the beating 

he is about to receive will make him a better 

writer.  

 

It was the unanimous opinion of the Players 

veterans at my table that Bawol and Sloan 

gave the best performances of their careers.  

Johnson had a fun cameo.  Much credit goes 

to director Henry Nelson for getting such 

great performances out of this trio.  

The frolic supper was beef stew and mashed 

potatoes in a bread bowl, one of the best meals 

at the club in recent times.  Player Jerry 

Maloney and the chef from the DYC prepared 

the dinner.  The huge serving stretched my 

ÚÛÖÔÈÊÏɯ ÐÕɯ ×ÙÌ×ÈÙÈÛÐÖÕɯ ÍÖÙɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÕÌßÛɯ ËÈàɀÚɯ

Super bowl party.  
 

/ÓÈàÌÙɯ3ÐÔɯ!ÈÕÐÚÛÌÙɀÚ guest, Larry Charfoos , 

ÛÏÌɯ ÍÖÜÕËÌÙɯ ÖÍɯ #ÌÛÙÖÐÛɀÚɯ 5ÈÕÎÜÈÙËɯ 3ÏÌÈÛÌÙɯ

provided the Afterglow.  Charfoos told stories 

about famous actors he had known such as 

George C. Scott, Raymond Burr and Jane 

Mansfield.  
 

Player Gary Dion  provided a cigar and 

brandy After -Afterglow.  Dion recently 

ÙÌÍÐÕÐÚÏÌËɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÊÓÜÉɀÚɯ ÉÈÙɯ ÈÕËɯ ÖÍÍÐÊÌȭɯ ɯ .ÕÊÌɯ

again, Gary, the members thank you for your 

generosity! 
 

As always, much thanks goes to the many 

people behind the scenes.  Special praise this 

month goes to Players Gordan Price  and Ron 

Miotke  who worked with the usual backstage 

regulars of Players Mark Habel  and Mike 

Mongan.  Player Steven Flum took a turn as 

stage manager for the first time and Players 

Brian Bawol, Gaylord Creedon  and Eric 

Christian  handled lighting and sound.  Player 

Bruce Brunsink  handled house duties and 

Player Frank Cowall  was the greeter at the 

door.   

His play is doneé 

Player E. Ray Scott 

1923- 2010 
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Frolic 582  
Produced by Player J. Robert OôLeary III 

Saturday, 6 March 2010 
 

The Not-So-Great Depression  
Adapted by Players Mark W. Habel and John L. Daly 

Directed by Player Larry Smith 

Setting: 1933 Detroit 

Cook éééé..ééééééééééééééééééééé.ééééPlayer Mike Sherwood 

Larryééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé.Player John L. Daly 

Moe  ..éééééééééééééé.ééééééééééééééé.Player Mark W. Habel 

Curly  ..ééééé..ééééééééééééééééé éééé...  Player Matthew McGuire 

Randall Thomas, Restaurateur ..éééé..ééé..éééééééééééPlayer Thomas Brandel 

Mobster  ..ééé..ééééééééééééééé..ééééééééé.   Player George Skaff 

Colavito, Mobsterôs óassociateôééééééé..éééééééééééé.Player Ted Winiarski* 

Gwendolyn, daughter of Randall Thomasééééééééééééééé...éPlayer Gordon Price 
 

J. Caesar  
by Steven F. Harris 

Adapted and Directed by Players Allan Dick and David Vlasak 

Setting: Ancient Rome 
 

Luciuséééééééééééééééééééééééééé...é.Player Warren Liverance* 

Cascaéééééééééééééééééééééééééé.ééé.Player Michael Goodell 

Caesarééééééééééééééééééééé.ééééééééPlayer Larry Channell* 

Mark AnthonyéééééééééééééééééééééééééPlayer Spencer Channell* 

Cassiuséééééééééééééééééééééééé.ééééé..Player Dana Brooks* 

Brutusééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé.Player Gary Dion* 

Stage Handséééééééééééééééé.ééé.Players Allan Dick and J. Robert OôLeary 
 

Box and Cox  
by John Morton 

 

Setting: 1860. An upper flat unknowingly shared by two men. 

Directed by Player Thomas Conley 

John Box ééééééééééééééééééééé.éééé..éPlayer Chuck Steltenkamp 

James Cox  éééééééééééééééééééé..ééé..ééé..é  Player Tim Cordes 

Mrs. Bouncer  éééééééééééééééééééééééééPlayer Roy Jendrzejewski 

 
* Denotes First Performance on the Players Stage 

 

Afterglow 
ñTodayôs Specialò 
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ñA man hath no better thing under the sun, than to eat, and to drink, and be merry.ò 

 ð Ecclesiastes 8: 15 
 

ñIôd rather have a bottle in front of me than a frontal lobotomyò 

 ð Tom Waits 

HERE'S YOUR CUE 

"When my cue comes, call me and I will answer." 

THE PLAYERSô PLAYHOUSE  WISH LIST 
We continue with the "Playersõ Playhouse Wish List."  
We hope it will generate needed funds and/or items to 
benefit our "Beautiful Lady."  Please peruse the list and 
see how you may fulfill the wishes of your club!  To 
whom it matters, please be reminded that all donations, 
cash or useful items are tax deductible to the fullest 
extent allowable by law. 
 

If any Player has a suggestion for inclusion to the Wish 
List, please contact any Board member. 

 

 
WOW!!! W HAT A DEAL ! 
 

Did you know that  when you sponsor a new Member, 
you will receive a credit on your dues in the amount of 
the initiation fee paid by the new member?  Currently 
the initiation fee for senior and junior active members 
is $150.  There is no limit to the number of new 
members that you sponsor.  This is a great way to 
save money and keep the Players a vibrant and 
financially sound club.  If youôre especially generous 
you can donate the credit to one of the abundant wish 
list items.  The skyôs the limit, so letôs get started.Î 

WHEREôS THE CALENDAR ? 
Itõs on line!  On the new Players' web site!  Go to 
www.playersdetroit.org.  Still a work in progress, but reviews have been 
positive!  Look elsewhere for the "411." 

HTTP://PLAYERSDETROIT .ORG  
Don't forget about the new web site!  Access/update your profile; read 
about the latest news and events; download the latest òThe Playeró 
online; see schedules for plays and dress rehearsals; check out and 
upload pictures from various functions; see where pre-frolic dinners will 
be and get directions; download events to your outlook calendar! 
As a member of The Players, you have the ability to stay in touch with 
the latest news and updates going on within our organization.  You can 
see this information online, real-time, with the click of a few buttons.  
As a member, you can access your profile and get the latest updates right 
from your computer.  Once you are a registered web site user, your 
permissions will be approved by a site administrator and these 
permissions will give you access and functionality to various pages 
within the site.  Go to http://playersdetroit.org and see it today! 

 

WANTED: PRODUCER  
For the April Frolic 
Contact Bob OõLeary at 

248-765-0667 or  roleary@solaronicsusa.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Wish Est. Cost Donations to Date 

Smoke door cupola- flashing $7,000 0  

Roof Repairs $22,000 $21,000 

Stage-two Side Mural restoration 
 
___________________________                                                          
Backstage air compressor, elec-
trical and piping connections 

 

$3,600 
 

_______ 
$600 

0 
 

 ___________                                                               
0 

Players Office Phone: 313.259.3385 
Players Office Fax: 313.259.0932 
Email: office@playersdetroit.org 

Traffic Hour:  
 

5:00 PM Monday, March 8, 2010 

followed by a production meeting for        

directors and stage personnel at 6:00PM.  

~~~ 

http://www.playersdetroit.org/
http://playersdetroit.org/
http://playersdetroit.org
mailto:office@playersdetroit.org
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The Players 2010  

Family Invitational  

Saturday, March 6, 2010 at 10 AM 

Featuring:  

J. Caesar  
Directed by Player Allan Dick  

Shakespeare would turn in his grave if he could see what 

these rookie Players do to his play.   

The Singing Sensations  

Featuring the voices and guitars of Players Craig 

White and Allan Dick  

The Not -So-Great Depression  

Directed by Player Larry Smith  
Itôs Detroit in 1933 and Larry, Moe and Curly are out of 

work.  

Bring your spouse, children, parents and friends  

Attire:  Saturday morning casual 

Advanced Tickets*:  Adults:  $12, Ages 18 & under:  $6   

Reservations:   (313) 259-3385  

*       Tickets at the door will be $15 for adults and $10 for ages 18 and 

under if space is available. 
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Hereõs Your Cue  (Continued) 

March Pre -Frolic Dinner  

 

As we Players dine our way through our 99th season, we find that enthusiasm for Pre-Frolic dinners is 

growing.  Thirty hungry Players were treated to a wonderful dining experience at Cliff Bell's preparing us 

for the February frolic. 
 

March 6 finds Players at Tom's Oyster Bar, celebrating it's 25th anniversary in March.  (Twenty five years 

of consuming and dispensing oysters makes a man the model of virility.) 
 

Tom's Oyster Bar is located at 519 East Jefferson at Beaubien, across from Ren Cen tower 500. 
 

The rules of the game remain the same: meet at 5:30 for refreshments and fellowship; sit down at 6:30 for 

dinner.  The cost is $30.00 including tax and gratuity, but not libations. Street parking is free.  A parking lot 

exists behind Tom's and usually costs $5.00. 
 

Please call the Players at 313-259-3385 to inform us of your attendance. If you forget to call, come 

anyway. ðTJB 

 
T H E  P L A Y E R ,  V O L U M E  X C I X ,  N U M B E R  5 ,   

F E B R U A R Y  2 0 1 0  

THE PLAYER é is published monthly from September to 
April, with sometimes a combined December/January issue 
and sometimes a summer issue.  The views expressed herein 
are those of the respective authors and editor and not 
necessarily those of The Players.  Comments may be made 
to, and back issues may be available from the office,       
( 3 1 3 ) 2 5 9-3 3 8 5  o r  s e n d  a n  i n q u i r y  t o 
Office@playersdetroit.org.  THE PLAYER is available on the 
web at www.playersdetroit.org.  We welcome your 
contributions and comments. (see page 7. ñ Ed.) 

Reminders:  
 
¶ Invite a friend to the Playhouse for a good time  

¶ Plan on attending the March Frolic (see page 3 
for further details).  

¶ Invite a friend to join The Players  

¶ Visit The Playersô website at 
www.playersdetroit.org and update your info.  

¶ Bring your guests to meet the BOG between 
the first and second show of the Frolic!  

  

 

 

BRANDY & CIGARS RETURNS!  
AGAIN!  

  

The final Brandy & Cigars event of this season will be right after the March After-
glow upstairs in the Founders Room.  Andrew Maltese has offered to sponsor this 
month's festivities in conjunction with his family business.  Our thanks to Andrew, 
his father Dominic, and the D. J. Maltese  Company for their generosity and the 
great work they have done fixing our dressing room roof. Dry as a bone! 
 
We look forward to seeing the members and their guests taking advantage of this 
enjoyable Night Cap.ð TW 

mailto:ThePlayer@theplayersdetroit.org
http://www.playersdetroit.org/
http://www.playersdetroit.org/
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The Players Handbook 

The idea of creating ñThe Players Handbook ...everything you already know about Players but always wanted 
to see in writingò was good.  The fact that it is actually coming to fruition is nothing short of brilliant.   This new col-
umn will include "stuff" about Players that we think everybody knows but everyone really doesn't.  The so-called in-
stitutional memory is usually the knowledge known only to long-standing committee chairmen. This should bring it 
out into the open.    Topic headings will not necessarily be published in The Player in alphabetical, or any other par-
ticular kind of order. Please e-mail your ideas for inclusion to any Board member. 

This monthôs topic: Noise  

 

Much of the reputation of Players is based on our good manners and the sheer joy we have in getting 
together.   Nowhere is this more evident than at the bar and up the stairs in the Founders Room  in 
that  happy period between shows.   That's as it should be.   Where we slip a little is when that happy noise 
intrudes on the actual plays being performed.   Of course actors who have been on stage have earned the 
right to relax, but it's tough on those sitting in the back of the Playhouse when that gale of guffaw makes 
it hard to hear the dulcet tones of those on stage.   Enough said.   You don't mean to be rude, but you 
are...and thoughtless...and mean...and so on.   Quiet, gentlemen, please.   After all, what would Bill Rohloff 

do? ð JT 

 

ñWe welcome your contributions and comments.ò (from page 6) 

 

Yes we do. 

 

The February Frolic featured fine acting, a fantastic crowd and more than enough Players libations for all 

in attendance. And how óbout that Afterglow! Did we all have fun? Perhaps a little too much? 
 

Dear Editor: 
 

At the February Frolic, what started out as an enjoyable evening took a turn for the worse. No, it 
wasn't being served beef stew for a meal, but it was the behavior of the audience during the   
Afterglow. I don't know if I have seen many crowds more unruly towards, inconsiderate of, and 
disrespectful to the gentlemen who were on stage trying to enlighten and entertain us. I was at 
that moment ashamed to be a Player. 
 
Sincerely yours, 
 
Player Fuzz Corey  
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