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An October Buy the Book 
By Player Ward Kay 

The	638th	Frolic	was	a	link	to	the	past	and	to	the	future:	the	first	frolic	of	the	season	(future)	and	
the	meeting	of	the	20-Year	Club	(past);	a	new	Players	Art	&	Memoirs	book	(past)	and	label	pins	
for	the	2nd	Century	Fund	(future).	It	was	that	kind	of	night.	
Entering	the	theater,	I	found	the	Players	favorite	piano	man	Earl	Wolfe	on	the	keyboards,	and	
sitting	next	to	him	singing	“Piano	Man”	in	his	Irish	tenor	voice	was	Jim	Callahan.	Very	enjoyable.	

President	Tim	Cordes	took	the	stage	to	make	his	first	pre-show	announcements	of	the	term.	In	
a	break	of	Players	Presidential	tradition,	he	spoke	loud	enough	for	the	entire	room	to	hear.	He	
carried	on	stage	with	him,	the	big	red	Players	Art	&	Memoirs	book,	newly	arrived	and	ready	for	
purchase.	 He	 also	 shared	 his	 speech	 that	 he	 gave	 at	 the	 2nd	 Century	 Fund	 reception	 that	
encapsulated	what	so	many	of	us	feel	about	the	history	of	the	Players	and	the	future	that	we	want	
to	pass	on.	The	newest	member	of	the	20-year-club,	Eric	Christian,	came	out	to	lead	the	Players	
song.		
The	 first	 show	 of	 the	 evening	was	 the	 rookie	 show.	 Five	 Players	making	 their	 debut	 on	 the	
Players’	stage	was	another	indication	the	future	of	the	club	is	very	bright.	The	show	“The	Still	
Alarm”	is	an	old	comic	masterpiece	written	by	George	S.	Kaufman.	The	curtain	rises	to	a	classic	
set:	U-shape	series	of	flats	with	two	windows	and	a	skyline	backdrop,	a	bed	and	a	desk	of	a	hotel	
room.	Bob	Barclay	(Player	David	Michael)	and	Ed	Jamison	(Player	Jeffrey	Wiesserman)	are	
looking	at	plans	for	a	new	building.	They	are	interrupted	by	a	knock	at	the	door	by	the	Hotel	
Bellboy	(Player	Nicholas	Weise)	who	informs	them	that	the	hotel	is	on	fire	and	that	it	is	likely	
to	burn	to	the	ground.	The	gentlemen	react	to	this	news	very	nonchalantly.	When	they	comment	
that	the	room	is	starting	to	get	quite	warm,	their	response	is	to	call	room	service	for	a	pitcher	of	
ice	water.		
Finally,	two	firefighters	arrive,	but	they	are	just	as	nonchalant	as	everyone	else.	Firefighter	Sid	–	
Player	 Jeremy	Tick	 in	 a	non-speaking	 role—takes	off	his	 fireman’s	 coat	 to	 reveal	 a	 smashing	
purple	velour	evening	jacket	and	formal	wear	and	a	violin.	He	likes	to	practice	in	his	downtime	
as	a	fireman.	The	other	fireman	(Player	John	Sobiesiak,	Jr.)	joins	the	gentleman	in	a	cigar.	When	
he	 is	 without	 a	match,	 he	 goes	 to	 the	window	 to	 light	with	 the	 flames	 that	 are	 presumably	
climbing	the	outside	walls.	At	this	point,	I’d	like	to	commend	the	lighting	design	for	the	orange	
lights	in	backdrop	that	indicated	the	growing	fire.	The	play	ends	with	all	the	characters	sitting	
and	listening	to	Sid	play	his	violin	as	we	assume	the	hotel	collapses	around	them	in	form	of	the	
curtain	falling.		
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							Players Caricature Book 

Can	 you	 believe	 it	 has	 been	 a	 year	 since	 the	
Historical	 Museum	 exhibit?	 	 	 We	 opened	 the	
doors	 to	 large	 crowds	 starting	 on	October	 20,	
2018.	 A	 complete	 collection	 of	 the	 theater	
performances	 spanning	 110	 years,	 and	
including	our	comrades	Theatre	Arts	and	Fine	
Arts.	 A	 bountiful	 display	 of	 our	 caricature	 art,	
black	 and	white	 film	 from	 the	 late	 1920s	 and	
early	1930s	of	the	Hugh	Martin	summer	parties,	
a	stage	set	with	a	historical	play	(“Trial	of	Anne	
Boleyn”)	 first	 done	 in	 1951.	 	 In	 addition,	 the	
crowning	effort:	a	 recreation	of	 the	 interior	of	
our	fine	playhouse.	
Now,	to	continue	the	momentum	of	excitement	
and	 interest	 we	 will	 have	 a	 published	 book	
named	 appropriately,	 PLAYERS	 ART	 &	
MEMOIRS.	 It	 has	 most	 of	 The	 Players’	
caricatures	from	over	the	years,	chapters	on	the	
history	of	the	club,	as	well	as	a	nice	recap	of	the	
museum	exhibit.		Included	are	many	memoirs	of	
current	 and	 past	 members.	 	 	 We	 uncovered	
several	 letters	of	 founding	and	early	members	
that	 are	 as	 informative	 as	 they	 are	 hilarious.	
This	remarkable	book	is	available	in	hardcover	
at	a	low	low	price	of	$65.				
Last	year	we	gave	the	City	of	Detroit	a	holiday	
gift	 of	 our	 marvelous	 club	 on	 display	 at	 the	
Historical	 Museum.	 This	 year	 you	 should	
purchase	 a	 holiday	 gift	 for	 yourself,	 a	 copy	 of	
this	incredible	memory	book.	It	will	be	on	sale	
at	 the	 November	 Invitational	 with	 an	 initial	
limited	run.			Interest	in	the	book	will	allow	us	
to	reprint	more	on	demand.	

Mark Your Calendar 
Be	 sure	 to	 mark	 your	 calendar	 for	 these	
important	upcoming	dates:	

Nov.	1,	2,	8,	9,	8:00	pm	..............	Fall	Invitational	
Nov.	11,	5:30	pm	..................................	Traffic	Hour	
Dec.	7,	8:30	....................................	December	Frolic	
Dec.	9,	5:30	pm	.....................................	Traffic	Hour	
Dec.	14	...........................	Holiday	Decorating	Party	
Dec.	15	...........................	Charlie	Brown	Christmas	

Fall Invitational 
In	November,	The	Players	will	be	presenting	 the	
play	The	Lucky	O'Learys:	A	Comedy	in	Two	Acts	by	
Jim	Brochu.		The	production	will	be	co-directed	by	
Players	Eric	Christian	and	Bill	Robinson.	
Peg	 O’Leary	 is	 an	 overprotective	 mother	 who	
often	says	the	wrong	word	from	time	to	time	but	
everyone	 knows	 what	 she	 means.	 Since	 her	
husband	 left	 them,	she	has	been	 focusing	on	her	
son	 Brian	 ending	 his	 break	 from	 Seminary	 and	
becoming	 a	 priest.	 Brian,	 however,	 is	 set	 on	
marrying	 his	 fiancée	 Amy.	 Peg	 is	 against	 the	
marriage,	partly	because	she	thinks	Amy’s	father,	
Frank	is	in	the	mafia.	Adding	to	her	troubles,	Peg	
finds	 out	 that	 her	 apartment	 building	 is	 going	
condo	and	she	is	going	to	be	kicked	out.		

With	the	local	lottery	set	for	a	record	$116	million	
jackpot,	Peg	decides	to	buy	some	tickets	and	try	to	
win	the	big	fortune.	The	only	problem	is,	everyone	
is	buying	a	 ticket,	 from	Peg	 to	Brian	 to	Frank	 to	
Monsignor	Rafferty.	As	everyone	gathers	for	Peg’s	
birthday	 dinner,	 which	 is	 the	 same	 night	 as	 the	
lotto	numbers	are	announced,	someone	will	hit	it	
big,	the	question	is	who?	

Brian	O’Leary………………………………Matt	Maul	
Margaret	 (Peg)	 O’Leary……………Larry	 Smith	
Amy	Baviello……………………………Shane	Henry	
Rose	 Cronin…………………………………Ed	 Priebe	
Msgr.	William	Rafferty……Chuck	Steltenkamp	
Frank	 Baviello………………….Christopher	 Nesi	
Martin	O’Leary…………………..……….Greg	Thom	

Tickets	 are	 $40	per	 person	 and	 tables	 are	 going	
fast.	 	 Be	 sure	 to	 call	 the	 office	 for	 reservations	
soon.		At	press	time,	there	are	still	tables	available	
for	the	Saturday	shows.		
Reminder:	Payment	for	invitational	tickets	is	due	at	
time	of	reservation.	

Please	also	remember	to	advise	your	guests	of	our	
dress	code.		While	black	tie	is	the	preferred	attire	
and	 is	 mandatory	 for	 Players,	 your	 gentlemen	
guests	can	get	by	with	a	dark	business	suit.		That	
does	not	mean	a	camel	hair	sport	coat	with	jeans	
or	 hospital	 scrubs.	 	 Ladies	 will,	 of	 course,	 be	
dressed	to	the	nines.		
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THE PLAYER	is	published	more	or	less	monthly	from	
October	to	May	with	an	occasional	summer	issue.		
The	 views	 expressed	 herein	 are	 those	 of	 the	
respective	authors	and/or	editor,	whoever	they	
may	be	in	any	given	month,	and	not	necessarily	
those	of	The	Players.		Comments	may	be	made	to,	
and	back	issues	may	be	available	from,	the	Office,	
(313)	 259-3385,	 or	 send	 an	 inquiry	 to	
Office@playersdetroit.org.		THE PLAYER	is	available	
online	at	www.playersdetroit.org.	

An	October	Buy	the	Book,	continued	from	page	1.	

The	 five	 newcomers	 all	 have	 great	 stage	
presence,	 and	 each	 commanded	 our	
attention.	These	are	five	Players	who	will	be	
spending	 many	 evenings	 in	 the	 future	
entertaining	 us.	 Director	 Steven	 Flum	
deserves	 great	 credit	 for	 guiding	 such	
fabulous	performances.		

This	 is	 such	 great	 script	 that	 is	 perfect	 for	
Players.	 In	fact,	using	the	search	function	on	
The	Players	website,	 I	 found	 that	 this	 is	 the	
seventh	production	of	“The	Still	Alarm”!	The	
first	 production	 was	 in	 1931!	 A	 production	
has	made	May.	In	May	1945.		
The	 second	 show	 of	 the	 evening	 was	
“Tobermory”,	 adapted	 by	 Player	 Ted	
Groustra,	 based	 on	 a	 story	 by	 H.H.	 Munro	
(Saki)	and	directed	by	Player	Tom	Ball.	The	
show	begins	in	the	middle	of	an	upper	crust	
party	 in	 an	 English	 castle.	 An	 English	 castle	
with	 a	 picture	 of	 Gene	 Wilder	 as	 Young	
Frankenstein	 on	 the	 wall.	 The	 large	 party	
includes	 several	 women	 in	 gowns	 (Players	
Andy	Rice,	Todd	Storrs,	Tom	Ball,	Kiernan	
Babcock),	Matt	Turnbull	 in	 a	kilt,	 and	also	
Bob	 Lee,	Ted	Groustra,	Harry	Awdey	 and	
Mickey	Champion	who	tells	everyone	that	he	
has	been	experimenting	with	getting	animals	
to	talk.	In	fact,	he	has	taught	the	hostess’	cat	
how	 to	 speak.	 The	 guests	 are	 incredulous	
until	the	cat	Tobermory	(Matt	Ochab)	enters	
and	starts	speaking.	
The	 party	 guests’	 amusement	 ends	 when	
Tobermory	starts	telling	all	of	the	secrets	he	
has	 heard	 while	 walking	 around	 the	 castle.	
After	Tobermory	leaves	to	join	a	couple	other	
cats	 (uncredited),	 the	 group	 starts	 to	worry	
about	what	he	knows,	what	he	has	seen	and	
who	he	might	tell	now	that	he	can	talk.	Since	
Tobermory	belongs	 to	Lady	Adelaide	 (Andy	
Rice),	there	was	discussion	about	the	Lady’s	
pussy.	A	lot	of	discussion.	There	were	jokes	of	
pussy	galore.	It	was	decided	the	best	solution	
was	to	put	the	cat	to	sleep	and	that	Cornelius	
should	 try	 his	 experiments	 on	 zoo	 animals	
instead.		

Once	 that	 decision	was	made,	 the	 guests	 got	
bored	 (as	 did	 the	 playwright	 and	 audience)	
and	went	 to	 bed.	 The	denouement	 found	 the	
morning	 paper	 reporting	 that	 Cornelius	 was	
trampled	 by	 a	 zoo	 elephant	 that	 he	 was	
annoying,	and	a	guest	found	the	tail	and	ears	of	
Tobermory	 who	 must	 have	 been	 killed	 by	
another	 cat	 (or	 a	matador).	Also	 in	 the	 show	
was	 Player	 James	Turnbull,	 who	 played	 the	
old	man	servant	wonderfully	named	“Selkirk”.	
At	one	point	he	enters	with	a	copy	of	the	script	
to	help	the	actors	get	back	on	track.	It	was	not	
the	only	copy	of	the	script	on	stage.	
The	third	show	was	“The	Endowment”	written	
by	 2nd	 Century	 Fund	 co-chair,	 Player	 John	
Daly.	The	Player’s	red	curtain	opened	to	reveal	
a	 gold	 curtain.	 The	 Board	 of	 Governors	
(Players	Brian	Hurtienne,	Jeff	McCarty,	Dave	
Clark)	gathers	to	place	the	ashes	of	benefactor	
into	an	urn	and	reveal	that	her	legacy	gift	has	
saved	the	theater.	We	then	go	back	in	time	to	
tell	 the	 story.	 A	 plan	 to	 increase	 the	
endowment	fund	is	waylaid	when	it	is	learned	
the	 Fire	 Marshall	 will	 condemn	 the	 building	
unless	 the	 old	 sprinkler	 system	 is	 replaced	
immediately	 and	 the	 repairs	 are	 more	 than	
what’s	 in	 the	 endowment.	 There	 is	 only	 one	
person	who	can	help,	the	elderly	and	wealthy	
Annabel	 Congdon	 Gish	 (Player	Tim	 Cordes).	
To	keep	 in	her	good	graces,	she	continuously	
gets	cast	despite	her	failing	faculties,	much	to	
the	 chagrin	 of	 the	 director	 (Player	 Alinuru	
Yasin).		

Continued	on	page	5.	
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Endowment Progress 
The	Players	2nd	Century	Fund	 has	 collected	
11	 contributions	 since	 Labor	 Day	 totaling	
$18,003	 and	 disbursed	 $23,825	 to	 pay	 for	 a	
new	boiler	for	the	playhouse.		If	you	have	made	
a	 pledge	 but	 haven’t	 yet	 made	 this	 year’s	
contribution,	 you	 can	drop	off	 a	 check	 in	 the	
office	at	any	time.		If	you	haven’t	made	a	pledge	
yet,	please	commit	for	whatever	you	can.			

At	 the	 October	 committee	 meeting,	 the	
Endowment	 Committee	 decided	 to	 schedule	
another	 Milestone	 Celebration	 for	
contributors	next	year.		This	event	was	a	great	
opportunity	 for	 Player’s	 spouses	 to	 get	 to	
know	 each	 other.	 	 Mark	 your	 calendars	 for	
Friday,	September	11th.	
The	committee	would	like	to	build	a	portfolio	
of	at	least	ten,	$50,000	blocks	of	mutual	funds.		
We	 were	 able	 to	 purchase	 our	 5th	 block	 in	
October.	 	After	paying	 for	 the	new	boiler,	 the	
Endowment	will	have	approximately	$12,700	
in	 earmarked	 funds	 and	 $322,400	 in	
unrestricted	funds.			
If	 you	need	a	pledge	 form	or	have	questions,	
contact	 2nd	 Century	 Fund	 Chairman	 Bill	
Robinson	 (248-341-5053,	
WRobinson@ATATitle.com).			

For	 learn	 how	 to	 donate	 appreciated	
securities,	contact	Endowment	Fund	Chairman	
John	 Daly	 (734-223-2850	 or	
JohnLDaly@comcast.net).			
Help	us	maintain	The	Beautiful	Lady	for	its	2nd	
Century.			

Players By-Law Change 
At	its	October	meeting,	the	Board	of	Governors	
made	a	change	to	the	Section	7	of	Article	III	of	
the	By-Laws	governing		Payment	of	Dues:	
“If	 any	 member	 remains	 in	 arrears	 for	 one	
calendar	month	after	the	posting	of	his	name,	
he	 shall	 be	 considered	 not	 in	 “good	 financial	
standing”	with	the	Corporation,	and	the	Board	
of	 Governors	 shall	 suspend	 him	 from	
membership,	unless	good	cause	to	the	contrary	
is	shown.	
The	previous	term	was	ten	(10)	days.	

	 Did You Know? 
Did	you	know	that	you	can	search	for	Frolics	
by	name,	actor,	director	or	Frolic	number	on	
The	 Players	 website?	 You	 can	 also	 search	
through	back	issues	of	THE	PLAYER	by	typing	in	
a	 date	 range.	 For	 example,	 by	 searching	 for	
Frolics	directed	by	Player	Bill	Robinson,	one	
discovers	 that	 Player	 Robinson	 has	 been	
responsible	 for	 such	 artistic	 gems	 as	
Thunderbird,	 Frontier	 Accountant,	 Wasting	
Away,	The	Footsteps	of	Doves,	and	The	Rewrite	
in	just	the	past	five	years.		
In	 sum,	 the	 accessible	 database	 contains	
enough	 trivia	 to	 make	 Player	Will	 Dawson	
proud.	“I’ll	take	May	contenders	for	$1,000.”		

Dues are Due 
Under	Article	2,	Section	7	of	the	By-laws,	one-
third	of	annual	dues	are	payable	on	or	before	
August	1st	of	each	year.			
Please	make	 sure	 you	 have	 paid	 at	 least	 the	
first	 third	 of	 your	 annual	 dues.	 	 Don’t	 find	
yourself	posted	and	unable	 to	attend	 the	Fall	
Invitational.	 	 If	 you	 still	 owe	 for	 last	 year’s	
guest	 fees	 or	 May	 Invitational	 tickets,	 please	
pay	now.	
Feel	free	to	contact	any	member	of	the	Board	
of	 Governors	 if	 you	 need	 to	 make	 payment	
arrangements.				
	

So,	 just	 how	 does	 one	 gain	 access	 to	 this	
treasure	 trove	 of	 trivia?	 First,	 go	 to:	
www.playersdetroit.org.	 Next,	 click	 the	
“Member	Login”	link	at	the	top	of	the	page.	The	
username	 is	 “players;”	 the	 password	 is	
“players;”	 the	password	 is	 “fr0l!c.”	 (Note,	 the	
“o”	 is	 a	 zero	 and	 the	 “i”	 is	 an	 exclamation	
point).	 At	 the	 bottom	 of	 the	 members	 page,	
click	on	“search	for	a	frolic.”	
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Important Numbers 
OFFICE:	 313.259.3385	
FAX:	 313.259.0932	
EMAIL:	 office@playersdetroit.org	
BOARD	EMAIL:	 bog@playersdetroit.org	

Board of Governors 
President ........................................... Tim Cordes 
VP Administration ................... Mickey Champion 
VP Production ......................... Andrew Ballantine 
Secretary ..................................... Nick Skojkovski 
Treasurer ............................................ Matt Maul 
Governor ........................................... Sean Fisher 
Governor .......................................... Stu Johnson 
Governor .......................................... Matt Ochab  
Governor ................................................ Tom Ball 

Welcome New Players 
Last	 year,	 we	 welcomed	 a	 number	 of	 new	
members	into	the	fold.		Please	take	a	minute	at	
one	of	 the	 Invitationals	 to	 introduce	yourself	
and	get	to	know	our	new	members,	several	of	
whom	made	their	stage	debuts	in	the	October	
Frolic	during	the	Rookie	Show.	

Due	to	her	mental	condition,	her	trustee	won’t	
let	her	give	the	money	now,	even	though	it	is	in	
her	 will.	 During	 the	 show	 of	 “Bang,	 You’re	
Dead”,	 a	 real	 bullet	 is	 placed	 in	 the	 gun	 and	
Annabel	 is	 killed.	 But	 who	 did	 it?	 The	 law	
(Player	Gari	 Kersten)	 and	 CSI	 (Player	 Sean	
Fisher)	arrive	to	discover	it	wasn’t	murder	at	
all.	A	dying	Annabel	wanted	 to	go	out	with	a	
bang	 and	 save	 the	 theater.	 Director	 Bill	
Robinson	kept	this	witty	play	moving	and	did	
a	 fascinating	 use	 of	 the	 Players	 stage	 and	
curtains	to	make	each	scene	unique.		
The	evening	was	co-produced	by	Players	Bob	
O’Leary	and	Mike	Einhauser.	The	producers	
told	this	reviewer	to	“give	a	huge	huge	shout-
out	 to	 Nick	 Stojkovski	 and	 Andrew	
Ballantine	 -	 they	 stepped	 up	 BIG	 time	 and	
made	 the	 tech	 and	 staging	 of	 October.	
Additional	stage	credits	should	be	paid	to	Milt	
Osgood	 II,	 Tom	 Starynchak	 and	 Glenn	
Scoles.	 October	 would	 NOT	 have	 been	 an	
event	without	their	efforts.”	
The	 afterglow	 featured	Matt	 Ochab	 reading	
from	the	Players	Memoirs	about	how	the	club	
got	 its	beer	during	Prohibition.	 It	was	a	 final	
reminder	to	buy	the	book!	

An	October	Buy	the	Book,	continued	from	page	3.	 Keep it Clean Gents 
The	Players	does	not	have	a	full-time	janitorial	
staff.	 	We	 do,	 however,	 have	 regular	 visitors,	
including	 organizations	 that	 have	 paid	 good	
money	to	rent	our	facilities	or	are	considering	
doing	so.		
If	you	are	at	 the	Playhouse	 for	a	rehearsal	or	
for	 other	 reasons,	 please	 clean	 up	 after	
yourselves.	 	That	 includes	properly	emptying	
ashtrays	and	wastebaskets	and	washing	mugs	
or	 other	 dishes.	 	 If	 you	 don’t	 know	 how	 to	
operate	 the	 dishwasher,	 please	 don’t	 try.		
Instead,	rinse	your	dirty	dishes	and	leave	them	
in	the	sink.		Don’t	just	leave	an	inch	of	beer	in	a	
mug	waiting	for	the	rats	to	drink	it.	

Access	 to	 fire	 exits,	 including	 the	 basement	
access	to	the	area	under	the	stage,	must	be	kept	
clear.	 	 Likewise,	 we	 are	 legally	 obligated	 to	
provide	unimpeded	access	to	the	DTE	meters	
in	 the	basement.	 	Please	do	not	pile	props	or	
furniture	there.		
Please	 talk	 to	 V.P.	 of	 Production	 Andrew	
Ballantine	or	Stage	Manager	Nick	Stojkovski	
before	adding	to	our	ever	growing	collection	of	
props	and	furniture.	This	way,	we	can	keep	the	
basement	and	stage	clean	and	safe.	
Directors,	 actors	 and	 producers:	 	 You	 are	
responsible	 for	 returning	 props	 to	 the	 prop	
room,	 cleaning	 out	 the	 dressing	 rooms	 and	
makeup	 room,	 and	 returning	 furniture	 to	 its	
proper	storage	location.	
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No Smoking at Invitationals 
Please	 remember,	 smoking	 is	 not	 permitted	
inside	the	playhouse	at	Invitationals.	If	you	want	
to	light	up	that	Cuban,	wait	until	after	the	final	
curtain	when	our	guests	have	departed	or	 go	
outside.	Your	 tux	should	keep	you	warm.	Our	
technically	minded	members	should	be	aware	
that	 smoke	 from	 the	 tech	 booth	 does	 not	 go	
unnoticed,	 but	 tends	 to	 flow	 into	 the	 theater,	
where	it	is	not	welcome	by	our	guests.	

You’ve Got to Have Art 
If	 you	are	 interested	 in	purchasing	 a	 copy	of	
one	the	wonderful	Bil	Barrett	caricatures	that	
appear	 in	 this	 publication,	 please	 call	 the	
office.	 11”x14”	 copies	 on	 heavyweight	 acid-
free	 paper	 suitable	 for	 framing	 are	 available	
for	just	$25.00.	Larger	sizes	at	additional	cost	
may	also	be	available.		
`	

Be Our Guest! 
This	year,	 the	number	of	guests	attending	our	
frolics	 may	 have	 reached	 an	 all-time	 high	 (at	
least	 in	 recent	 history).	 Inviting	 a	 guest	 to	
attend	 a	 frolic	 is	 an	 important	 tool	 in	 our	
membership	recruiting	efforts.	In	fact	Article	VI	
of	 our	 By-laws	 provides	 that	 invitations	 are	
generally	“limited	to	prospective	members.”		
As	Players,	we	are	all	responsible	for	ensuring	
that	 our	 membership	 base	 remains	 strong.	 It	
goes	without	saying	that	a	strong	membership	
base	is	essential	to	our	financial	health.	It	is	also	
essential	 to	 our	 ability	 to	 put	 on	 our	monthly	
frolics	without	having	to	rely	on	the	same	few	
Players	every	month.	When	you	bring	a	guest,	
please	follow	up	with	an	invitation	to	apply	for	
membership.	 Applications	 are	 available	 in	 the	
lobby.	

While	 joining	 our	 historic	 organization	 is	 not	
right	for	everyone,	most	guests	are	flattered	by	
the	invitation.	Guests	may	not	be	aware	of	how	
reasonable	our	dues	are.	They	may	also	not	be	
aware	 that	 it	 is	 not	 necessary	 to	 appear	 on	
stage,	with	or	without	a	dress.		
Take	 a	 look	 at	 the	 banners	 that	 adorn	 the	
theater.	 They	 represent	 a	 cross	 section	 of	 the	
skills	 required	 to	 put	 on	 a	 show,	 including	
writing,	 music,	 art,	 financial	 acumen,	 and	 set	
design	and	construction.	In	other	words,	there	
is	 something	 for	everyone.	 (I’m	not	sure	what	
happened	to	the	bartending	banner.)	For	more	
information,	talk	with	Membership	chair	Chuck	
Steltenkamp	 or	 any	member	 of	 the	 Board	 of	
Governors.		
	

Players History 
Did	you	know	that	The	Players’	building	sits	on	
a	Michigan	State	Historical	Site?	

The	bed	of	Parents	Creek	lies	underneath	one	
corner	 of	 the	 building.	 According	 to	 the	
marker,	 “Near	 this	 site,	 in	 late	 July	1763,	 the	
British	and	Indians	fought	the	fiercest	battle	of	
Chief	 Pontiac's	 uprising.	 As	 Captain	 James	
Dalyell	led	about	260	soldiers	across	Parent's	
Creek,	 the	 Indians	 launched	a	surprise	attack	
which	devastated	the	British.	Dalyell	and	some	
sixty	 of	 his	 men	 were	 killed,	 and	 the	 creek	
became	 known	 as	 Bloody	 Run.	 This	 battle	
marked	the	height	of	Pontiac's	siege	of	Detroit,	
a	 struggle	 which	 he	 was	 forced	 to	 abandon	
three	months	later.”	

A	 State	 of	 Michigan	 historical	 marker	
commemorating	this	battle	was	erected	at	The	
Players	in	1977.	The	marker	can	be	seen	above	
the	exterior	door	to	the	kitchen.	
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The Players 
2019 Fall Invitational 

 

 
 

Produced by Players Stephen Flum, Thomas Sloan, Timothy Flintoff & J. Robert O’Leary 
 

The Lucky O’Learys 
By Jim Brochu 

Directed by William Robinson and Eric Christian 
 

Setting: Brooklyn, 1988 
 
Peg O’Leary ............................................................................................ Player Eric Christian 
Martin O’Leary ........................................................................................... Player Greg Thom 
Brian O’Leary ................................................................................................ Player Matt Maul 
Rose Qusin Cronin ....................................................................................... Player Ed Priebe 
Amy Baviello ............................................................................................ Player Shane Henry  
Frank Baviello .............................................................................................. Player Chris Nesi 
Msgr. William Rafferty ................................................................. Player Charles Steltenkamp 
 

 
Fall Invitational Performances: 

Friday, November 1 
Saturday, November 2 

Friday, November 8 
Saturday, November 9 

8:00 p.m. 
 
 

At the Historic Players Playhouse 
3321 East Jefferson Avenue 

Detroit, Michigan 48207 
Call (313) 259-3385 for Reservations 
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